Since I last wrote to you, at the end of March, our schools received
the anticipated announcement regarding the awarding of grades for
our GCSE and A level learners. The generous level of cooperation
between the senior teams across our Trust schools has ensured that
the support and infrastructure is in place for you to manage this
unique situation. Thank you so much for responding in the way
you have: your flexibility, can do attitude and exceptional positivity
is what will continue to make this work.
What has been so heartening to see during these first five weeks
is the understated, calm reassurance of excellent leadership, and
a professionalism and focus on the needs of all the young people
within our Trust. Similarly, what is humbling is that this has been
achieved with a complete absence of grandstanding and flashiness. There has been a focus on doing what matters by reassuring
our learners and families and keeping the educational show on
the road. The huge benefits of being part of a larger community of
schools for each of our headteachers and our individual schools
continue to be seen.
Our community of collaborative practice is exceptionally strong. We
are making the difference together.
Our next significant challenge will be, undoubtedly, the re-opening
of schools…whenever that comes and in whatever guise it takes. Be
reassured that Trust colleagues will give this next stage the intensity of thought and planning that we have so far given to school
closure arrangements.
I promised in the last DET Dispatch that we would capture in this
communication some of the exploits that colleagues and schools
from across our Trust have been involved in. There is so much to
enjoy in this newsletter from inspirational assemblies and success
in competitions to innovative projects that have provided PPE for
local hospitals1.

Old Danes, Jack Garratt
shared this message for all
students planning to take
exams this year causing
an assembly from Elstree
UTC to be come an internet
sensation. Congratulations to
Chris Mitchell, Principal of Elstree
UTC, who was the presenter of this fantastic
assembly. Watch HERE.
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A fantastic effort is being
made by members of the
SCD Design Faculty to produce PPE items for essential
use by NHS staff. DT staff are
joining DT staff UK wide to
assist the NHS by using their
innovative skills during these challenging times.
These are now in use at Harefield Hospital.
The hospital wrote to thank Mrs Lalli and Mrs Andrews “It was a wonderful surprise, and a beautiful
reminder of the kindness, and enthusiasm in the
community to help
the incredible heroes in our theatres,
our ICUs, our wards,
and right across the
frontline services at
this difficult time.”
Link to story HERE.
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Chancellor’s and Onslow
St Audrey’s students
enjoyed success and
commendations in this
year’s Young Photographer
Competition, promoted
by Rotary International in Britain and
Ireland (RIBI), who set the
theme as ‘Through My Eyes’.
Students from both schools
won regional categories,
Chancellor’s success was
noted by the Hertfordshire regional judge Robert Addleman,
“Students from a single school
being awarded first, second and
third prizes at District level is truly
unusual, so many congratulations.”

R

Many of you, I know, are working. You are doing this whilst managing child care and other family commitments. Others among you
are isolating alone. I recognise that this is an anxious time for many
and whilst we are in the ‘eye of the corona peak’, things can seem
overwhelming. Your well-being is important to us: we care about
you. If you are concerned, if the work is challenging or if you just
need to chat, please reach out to someone in our Trust community:
your line-manager, a friend on the staff, a member of SLT. We want
to know so that we can work out what is best to do. You are heroes
but not invincible.
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During lockdown, some
teachers at school have
been quietly revealing their
hidden talents for which
they do not usually have
a lot of time to explore.
During this period of
school closure, Mrs Cox,
Mrs Broadis and Mrs Folgate, as well as completing planning for on-line
learning, have all been
producing a piece of
art each day to post in
a group that Mrs Cox
founded called,
‘A Sketch A Day’.
Link to story HERE.
‘You can join ‘a sketch a day’ on Facebook’.
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It has been exactly five weeks since our last ‘normal’ day in school
and it is astonishing how the ‘lockdown’ way of working has become our ‘new normal’. In reality, of course, nothing is currently
normal and this brings significant challenges.
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Whilst adhering to all distancing guidelines Onslow
St Audrey’s are still managing to hold their ‘Hot
Chocolate Friday’s’
This initiative was started by David Bullock when he joined the school.
Heads of Year and tutors nominate a student from
each form who deserved special recognition for
their endeavour. David calls all the parents to invite the children and explain why they have been
nominated.
David is delighted with
the scheme’s positive effect, “I have to say these
phone calls provide some
of the most satisfying
parts of the job. Over the
last 18 months this has
enabled me to call nearly 300 parents and meet
so many of our amazing students
ELLBEING and has been a real success
W
story. I have, however
AL
drunk far too much hot
MIND
chocolate!”
Good Thinking Tools
These are being circulated
Assemblies
by psychologists within the
Congratulations
NHS trust as resources to critito Mr Bird on the
cal workers, and offer support
uplifting assembly
and tools for anxiety, sleep
shared with stuproblems, stress
dents this week
and low moods.
Watch HERE.
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schools have been taking
part in the Loo Roll Challenge.
Watch our favourites below by
clicking on the school links in red.
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Listen to…. the Easter concert put together

Don’t forget
to share yours!

by SCD Music Department HERE

On this note, my very best wishes to you all. Enjoy this glorious
weather and please remember that where flowers bloom so does hope.
Stay safe.

Josie Valentine
CEO of the Danes Educational Trust
Making the difference together
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We will provide a DET Dispatch every two weeks so please do continue to share your
contributions with Liz Smith so that they can be included in the next copy.
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