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In Key Stage Two, our Year 4 
children have been working 
with the Young People’s 
Puppet Theatre over the 
course of the year. Each 
child has already used a 

variety of skills to design and build a marionette 
puppet, using a variety of materials. Stringing 
the puppets was particularly good fun, especially 
when learning how to tie knots! They are now 
working on their puppeteering skills in prepara-
tion for a theatrical production at the end of the 
academic year where they will all have different 
roles, from stage managers and producers to 
puppeteers. Last week Year 4 had their first script 
rehearsal. The expression with which our children 
read their lines really impressed everyone at DEH 

and they are 
looking 
forward to 
putting on a 
great show in 
a few weeks’ 
time! 
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Making the difference together

I want to say a very big thank you for the considerable work that has 
been undertaken in our schools in compiling the School Submitted 
Qualification Grades for 2021. This has involved colossal work on 
behalf of so many at the end of a challenging year, and I want to say 
a special thank you to Rachel Brindley, Jonathan Huddleston, Adele 
Wallis, Aisling Ryan and Rob Bird for all they have done collabora-
tively to ensure our process is robust and that colleagues across our 
schools have felt supported throughout. 

We are delighted that the Regional Schools’ Commissioner has  
approved the transfer of three new primary schools, Ascot Road  
and Lanchester based in Watford, and Jupiter based in Hemel  
Hempstead, to our Trust. We are looking forward to them transfer-
ring officially on 1st September. We are already working with  
them and, along with De Havilland, the four primary schools are 
developing curriculum, assessment and school projects together  
and the Heads and senior teams are meeting regularly. 

With the inclusion of these primary schools, we are delighted that we 
can continue to realise our vision of providing seamless, outstanding 
education for children and young people from 3 to 19. One of our 
Trust values is that ‘We encourage everyone within our Trust to feel 
optimistic about the future and how they can shape it.’. We truly feel 
optimistic and excited about these new editions to our Trust family.

This term we have been working on our Strategic Development Plan. 
We have been thinking, consulting and talking about our new plan 
for 2021-2024. Since the beginning of the spring term we have been 
talking to key stakeholders and the draft plan will be considered by 
trustees at the end of this term. The new plan will be launched at the 
beginning of next term. The plan will encapsulate all our aspirations 
and plans to provide outstanding education with excellent support 
across our family of schools.

I do hope you enjoy reading about the news across our Trust. It 
brings me joy to celebrate the many achievements this term which 
you will see in the words and pictures that follow. 

Best wishes,

As schools went into the 
first COVID lockdown and 
before the events surround-
ing the death of George 
Floyd, very few members of 
our school would have been 

able to articulate an accurate definition of such 
words as micro-aggression, unconscious bias and 
cisgender. 
What a difference a year makes! Over the course 
of the last year, CHA has undertaken something 
of a mini-revolution in how it addresses equality, 
equity and diversity (EED) across our entire school 
community. 
We have taken a forthright and forensic approach 
to promoting equality, ensuring equity and cele-
brating diversity. Crucially much of our work has 
been led by our students: firstly our Sixth Formers 
who initially challenged us to explore micro- 
aggressions within our local community and,  

more recently, our whole-school staff 
and student working parties, who are 
collaborating to raise awareness across 
a number of different platforms, such 
as race, gender, sexuality and disability. 
You can read the details of all of the 
work taking place at CHA HERE. 
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On 30th April, we were  
delighted to welcome  
Gagan Mohindra, Member  

of Parliament for South-West Hertfordshire, to  
Croxley Danes School. Mr Mohindra had been 
scheduled to visit us and our new school but,  
unfortunately and in light of COVID restrictions,  
his visit had to be postponed until it could be  
made safely. In the meantime, ten members of our 
Journalist Club wrote him letters during lockdown, 
sharing their views on the government’s response  
to the pandemic, the impact of restrictions on the 
lives of students, the experience of remote working, 
and their opinions on the government’s plans for 
‘catch-up’ classes in the summer holidays. Our  
students were delighted to receive individual  
responses written by Mr Mohindra himself and  
they had the opportunity to ask follow-up questions 
face-to-face on the day of his visit.  
You can read the full story HERE. 

See the next page for more school articles . . .
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ESA is now part of the new 
Centre of Screen Excellence 
offering opportunities and 
training to young people 
who want to work and build 
a career within the film and 

television industry.  
We have partnered with ScreenSkills, Elstree Stu-
dios and the National Film and Television School 
to offer creative and technical free traineeships for 
18-year olds in six different pathways.  
These traineeships will give all students the oppor-
tunity to be trained and to work on set in the TV 
and film industry from September 2021.  
If you know of students who may wish to apply, do 
please invite them to visit us at esaacademy.org
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SCD is delighted to 
announce the launch of 
our brand-new ‘state of 
the art’ LED floodlit 3G 

Artificial Grass Pitch (AGP) on site. The pitch will 
provide a fantastic teaching, training and sporting 
facility for us and will also be a high-quality asset 
to be used by local clubs and community groups 
during the evening, weekend and holiday peri-
ods. This is an exciting opportunity for all our  
students on their school journey, who will 
primarily benefit in having access to such to a 
high-quality playing surface 
You can read the full story HERE.
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This month twelve of our 
Year 8 students at OSA 
celebrated their virtual 
graduation following a 
university-style tutorial 
programme with a PHD 

tutor from King’s College, London. 
Organised by the education charity ‘The Brilliant 
Club’, our students took part in ‘The Scholars 
Programme’ where they took on the challenge of 
becoming ‘Disease Detectives’ and completing a 
series of virtual lectures with their tutor. To grad-
uate, they then had to independently research 
and complete a 1500-word university-style 
assignment, which was submitted and marked 
by the university tutor. The programme was a 
resounding success, with half of the students 
achieving the highest grade of a first, and the 
other half achieving a 2.1 qualification. 
Read the full article HERE. 
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We are delighted to announce that ESA has 
officially partnered with Sky Elstree Studios for 
the launch of their new studios and to celebrate 
diversity, sustainability and Elstree & Boreham-
wood’s rich film and TV heritage with a series of 
documentaries. 
Our students are receiving masterclasses and 
workshops from members of the team at Sky and 
Sky Studios on documentary research, marketing, 
PR & distribution and planning & production.  
When it opens in 2022, Sky Studios Elstree will be 
a state-of-the-art film and TV studio, housing 13 
sound stages and creating 2,000 jobs in the local 
area.  
This partnership with Sky Studios Elstree aligns 
with our commitment to supporting new and di-

verse talent in Hertsmere 
while helping to fuel the 
local economy. 
We also made top news 
stories within our local 
papers such as Bore-
hamwood Times and 
WH Times and nationally 
through Sky and the BBC. 
Read the full article 
HERE.


