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In this month’s DET Dispatch we are celebrating news from
across our schools and wish to echo the sentiments of
Chancellor’s Headteacher, David Croston: it is heart-warming
to see the schools across our Trust come to life this term.

I’ve also received wonderful feedback from the open days.
Thank you for all of the effort that has gone into preparing
schools and meeting future families who we hope will join our
Trust. I know it is the effort of many people who make these
days a success so whether you were giving a talk, leading a tour,
setting up food, or clearing up afterwards, you contributed to
the success of these events, thank you!
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On Monday 27th September, Year 6 went on a
four-night residential to
PGL. We left Lanchester in
Y
H
SC
the morning and made our
way to Hindhead in Surrey.
When we arrived, we met our group leader, Kaz,
then went to a classroom for lunch. We were given
our groups and the rooms we would stay in. In the
afternoon, we were able to take part in some great
activities and over the course of the week, we took
part in many more - some of our top picks were:
Zip-wiring, Trapeze, Buggy Building, Rifle Shooting
and Archery. In the mornings, we all had a cooked
breakfast in the dining hall and then made our
way to our activity. For lunch there was always a
salad bar to choose from and then a yummy meal.
Dinner time was the best, as we always got a pudding. In the evening, we were able to do different
activities together: the best was Camp Fire. It was
great fun and we learned lots of excellent songs.
We were all really sad to come home on the Friday,
but got to visit Devil’s Punchbowl before coming
home, which was beautiful!
Written by Year 6
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This week saw the launch of the much delayed Learner Voice
Conference hosted at Onslow St Audrey’s and co-ordinated by
Nikki Railton, Trust Leader of Purpose, supported by Nicola
Spencer, Trust Oracy Lead. It was a magnificent event bringing
together young people from across our secondary schools to
share their thoughts and have their voices heard. I cannot do
justice to the event in this introduction but it will feature as
part of a future DET Dispatch news story. Just the first of such
conferences, we will now extend the programme into our
primary schools. This initiative speaks directly to one of our
Trust’s core aims of nurturing and developing curious, confident
and joyful learners. As such we are delighted with its progress.

Elke Acornley, a student at
St Clement Danes was invited on behalf of HRH The
Prince of Wales, and along
with her family, for the unveiling of the ‘Knitwise Project’ taking place at Dumfries House in Scotland.
Elke and her family have been heavily involved in
the community project, launched by Isabel Ettedgui, encouraging the craft of hand knitting, a
highly valued skill in the fashion industry that is
considered hugely beneficial for mental well-being.
Over 10,000 knitted squares were knitted for the
art installation which was unveiled last week at
Dumfries House by The Duke of Rothesay, HRH The
Prince of Wales and The Duchess of Cornwall.
You can read the full article here.
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You have been busy creating those events that are so important
to our school community and that we and our learners have
missed over the course of the past eighteen months. Thank you
for your effort and enthusiasm in bringing back these moments
that mean so much and bring so much joy. This joy is evident
in the Lanchester story written by one of our Year six students
celebrating their recent trip and the excitement our students are
taking in preparing for concerts and shows that will take place
next term.

E
S
A

ESA has officially launched
the creative and technical
free traineeships for 18
years old in six different
pathways for young people
who want to work and
build a career within the film and TV industry.
The traineeships created in partnership with
Screenskills, Elstree Studios and the National Film
and Television school focus on giving students the
opportunity to be trained and work on set in the
TV and film industry.

Wishing you all a restful half term break.

Josie Valentine
CEO of the Danes Educational Trust
Making the difference together

We will provide a DET Dispatch every month so please do continue to share
your contributions with Liz Smith so that they can be included in the next copy.

Students have the opportunity to be mentored
throughout the course by industry professionals
from BBC Studioworks, who will support the trainees
with mentorship over a 6 month period.
Applications for September 2022 are
now open. If you wish to apply,
please visit:
esaacademy.org.

@danesedtrust
www.danesedtrust.org.uk

“Be not afeard; the isle is full of
noises, Sounds and sweet airs, that
give delight, and hurt not...Ready
to drop upon me; that, when I
waked, I cried to dream again.”

‘The Tempest’
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From Nursery to Year 6,
both children and staff at
De Havilland have been
embracing their first ever
autumn term of Curriculum
Maestro. Maestro is an intuitive, online curriculum for primary aged pupils.
The platform helps schools design, deliver and
manage their whole-school curriculum effectively
with gusto and impact. Most importantly for De
Havilland, Curriculum Maestro enables pupils to
build on their cultural capital, through wonderful experiences and the acquisition of language
and knowledge! We are already beginning to see
great impact through our learning environments,
learning journals and articulate learning ambassadors, who have been explaining to visitors the
skills and knowledge they have acquired this term.
We were particularly impressed in Year 4 where
the children are studying ‘The Blue Abyss’. Our
children were able to explain the different ocean
zones and which animals may be lurking therein.
In Year 2 the children are enjoying a rather noisy
topic of ‘Beat, Band and Boogie’. The topic began
with a professional drummer teaching the children
how to keep in time. Now they are independently
designing and making musical instruments and
moving in time with each other as they practice
their processions!
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At Croxley Danes we have
had a very busy start to
the year. We welcomed local Year 6 students to look
around the school at our
secondary transfer Open
Morning on 18th September. Since the Open
Morning we have been inundated with positive
feedback about our students and their conduct
on the day. Take a read of just some of the testimonial highlights here.
We also had a very strong turnout of our internal
Year 11 students and their parents who attended
an introductory talk regarding A-level study. It’s a
very exciting time to join our Sixth Form as these
students will form the first cohort of Sixth Form
students at Croxley Danes for entry in September
2022. We look forward to welcoming external students to our Open Evening on 2nd November. You
can read the full article here.
“I had the loveliest experience coming
to visit the school, all the children and
staff had put such an effort into the day.
I particularly wanted to contact you with
regards to the two boys who escorted us
around the school. Both boys were so impressive, they gave us such a thorough and
detailed tour and had nothing but positive
comments about the school as well as answers to all our questions. They were impeccably polite and courteous, not only to me
but also to my Yr6 son. My son is particularly nervous about the secondary transfer as
he will likely be attending a school where
he will not know anyone, but
they were so lovely and
engaging with him
that he is now excited
about the prospect”

@danesedtrust
www.danesedtrust.org.uk

It has been heart-warming
to see Chancellor’s come
to life this term, as the
extra-curricular programmes that have been
dormant through the
pandemic start up and enhance our curriculum
offer within school.
In the Arts Faculty, intensive work has already
started in preparing for the new school show,
‘Anastasia’, in the Spring Term. Alongside this,
large numbers of students have been actively
participating in choirs, orchestra and other music
ensembles.
This term we have been delighted to make full
use of our outstanding new sports facilities and
already hundreds of students have been taking
part in football, netball, rugby and basketball at
lunchtimes and after school in the new Sports Hall
and on the MUGA.
As we plan our concerts and shows and begin to
welcome fixtures back to the school, the drive and
ambition of our student body and incredibly committed staff to take advantage of the post-COVID
era is clear for all to see.
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One of the most exciting
elements of returning to
a more ‘normal’ mode of
learning this term has been
the possibility for learning to resume beyond the
classroom. The chance to meet employers face-toface or research ‘in the field’ can bring learning to
life and contextualise the work we do each day.
Our Creative Arts students in Key Stage 4 and 5
have made a number of visits this term. Our Year
11 Photographers visited London and made a
walking tour of the capital, including the Square
Mile, South Bank and Leicester Square, taking photographs to inform their final coursework projects.
Meanwhile, a group of 14 Sixth Form Graphics
students travelled to the home of Isuzu Trucks, to
work on a live client brief to design and produce
Christmas cards for the company. Prior to the visit,
students researched a range of motor industry
advertisements and planned a photoshoot to take
place at the company headquarters. On the day,
the student team were briefed by the Isuzu Head
of Operations and Marketing Manager in the company boardroom.
With a Sixth Form Photography visit to Brighton
and a Rotary Technology Challenge in the calendar
over the coming months, this is not the end of our
Creative Arts enrichment for 2021-22. However, it
has been a pleasure to see our creative students
stepping beyond the boundaries of the school
again and bringing these experiences back to drive
forward their learning.
OSA students design team and teacher
Liz Panyiotou at Isuzu headquarters

