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I did not think a year on from writing for the December 2020 
‘DET Dispatch’ I would, yet again, be reflecting on a term  
disrupted by Covid. We continue to live in extraordinary  
times and in so many ways schools provide the stability and 
continuity that our learners need and indeed crave. 
I reflect on a term where you have provided a sense of  
normality with face-to-face lessons despite staff absence, prize 
giving ceremonies, assemblies, Remembrance services, sports 
fixtures, carol services, Christmas productions, Christmas  
lunches and so much more. At times these have had to be virtual 
but that never diminished the enthusiasm and commitment to 
provide normality in abnormal times. You are owed a debt of 
gratitude that is beyond words...... 
It is disappointing that we are unable to go ahead with the full 
DET INSET on 5th January. The itinerary looked exciting, and 
the day promised to be packed with inspirational speakers, 
bespoke CPD activities and an opportunity to network with 
colleagues from different schools. It was the personal interaction 
that would have been so missed on a virtual day. We have a  
date in July when we will reconvene and resurrect the inaugural 
DET INSET. My thanks go to so many for their enthusiasm and 
commitment to the planning. 
At the end of this term David Bullock, Headteacher at OSA, will 
be leaving DET. He has worked tirelessly improving educational 
opportunities for the students of OSA since his appointment in 
2018 and continued to do so when the school joined the Trust in 
September 2019. We wish him well in his future endeavours. 
This Christmas edition of DET Dispatch depicts the visit of  
Baroness Barran to De Havilland School. She visited on 30th  
November and the only hitch was, after having given her a lift 
from the RSC’s office in Watford to Hatfield, I nearly trapped 
her in my new car because I was unfamiliar with the child locks. 
Nevertheless, it was a fantastic visit and the school shone. She 
had particularly asked to visit De Havilland as she was aware of 
the school’s phenomenal improvement journey since it had  
become part of DET in October 2020. She was fulsome in her 
praise for all that Sarah King, the staff and pupils had achieved. 
The Headteachers have contributed to this edition by sharing 
their wishes for the future and it is uplifting reading. My three 
wishes, whilst not necessarily original, are all the same heartfelt. 
In 2022 I wish for: Joy in our endeavours; Joy in our aspirations; 
Joy in the future. 
I wish you and your loved ones a happy and healthy Christmas. 
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We will provide a DET Dispatch every month so please do continue to share  
your contributions with Liz Smith so that they can be included in the next copy.

Josie Valentine
CEO of the Danes Educational Trust 

Making the difference together
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It’s not often a Baroness 
comes to Hatfield, on 
Tuesday 30th November De 
Havilland Primary School 
was delighted to receive a 
visit from the Under-Sec-

retary of State for the School System, Baroness 
Barran. The Baroness toured the school with Sarah 
King the Headteacher and met children and staff.
Sarah King and Baroness Barran discussed the 
changes to De Havilland’s Building Futures curric-
ulum. The curriculum has been rejuvenated and 
transformed so that it caters to De Havilland’s 
children’s needs. It enables the children to become 
confirmed in core skills like reading, writing and 
maths but also to explore topics that they might 
not experience in their everyday lives. The new 
topics this year explore frozen kingdoms and allow 
the children to meet inspirational individuals, 
showing the children a wider world and engaging 
them with it. 
The Baroness was particularly interested in the 
mental health of children and staff. On the tour she 

visited The Hanger which is a nurture provision for 
children to learn in a calm and safe environment 
and to unpick challenging behaviours to support 
talking about emotions and to actively support 
their own wellbeing. The space is part home and 
part classroom where the children learn and eat 
together as a family, for some this has helped the 
transition from homeschooling to school based 
education.
Sarah King said: “I was delighted to share with  
Baroness Barran the improvement journey our 
school has been on since joining Danes Educa-
tional Trust. In particular the development of our 
wonderful learning environment and teaching  
and learning opportunities for all our children.”
Following the tour there was time to discuss and 
the support De Havilland have received since  
joining Danes Educational Trust, a multi academy 
trust in October 2020. 
The Baroness said the visit was an absolute joy 
and she invited the children from De Havilland to 
visit her in Parliament and the House of Lords.

De Havilland Primary School  
welcomes Baroness Barran
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At Ascot Road we wish for another exciting year 
where we can 
Spend time with the people who make us happy 
Collaborate with others to achieve something 
wonderful 
Optimize every learning opportunity we have 
Take time to listen to understand not just listen  
to reply 
Remember we have a choice, so choose kindness 
Own our actions and be the best version of our-
selves 
Always start the day with a positive attitude 
Dance like nobody’s watching,  don’t forget to  
have some fun!

Cathy Elsley 
Ascot Road Primary School

Christmas Wishes for 2022

Before Santa’s reindeer knew how to fly and Santa 
learnt how to read letters, a teacher taught them. 
My Christmas wish is dedicated to my staff team. 
They have facilitated learning in our school to  
continue to grow exceptional human beings. A 
rejuvenated curriculum, an inspiring learning  
environment, three parent events, 2 Christmas 
shows, and a Baroness (in a pear tree) visit later, 
they are still standing strong together. Warm  
wishes and heartfelt thanks to them all and all  
our colleagues across the Danes Educational Trust. 
Have a restful, merry Christmas and (hopefully)  
a Lockdown free 2022.

Sarah King 
De Havilland Primary School

I have decided to follow the three wishes approach 
as granted by the Genie in Aladdin. 
My first wish; England wins the Ashes, Down 
Under, in 2022. 
My second wish; In 2022 Politics in the UK and the 
World becomes less polarised and kinder, enabling 
decisions on climate, inequality, social division, 
poverty and education to be taken that will stand 
the test of time. 
This Christmas will be my first without my parents 
after 47 years. 
My third wish; we become a society where every 
child can be surrounded by the love and kindness  
I have been so fortunate to enjoy.

Toby Sutherland 
St Clement Danes School
I am and always have been a big fan of Mathe-
matics. I enjoyed studying the subject at GCSE 
and A-level, and given that I studied for a Science 
degree I was required to keep developing my 
Maths skills throughout my time at University. So, 
despite understanding the need for our regular 
doses of maths on TV of late, I make the follow-
ing Christmas wish: I sincerely hope that at some 
point in 2022 we will be able to watch the BBC 
news without sitting through the daily graphs and 
statistics regarding Covid-19 infection rates, hos-
pitalisations, deaths and vaccinations. Hopefully 
soon we will emerge from this period of life and 
happily and healthily move on to a brighter future.

Steve Thompson
Croxley Danes School

I have the following four (professional) wishes for 
2022:
• a relatively calm, straightforward yet exciting 

2022, with plenty of interesting professional 
challenges 

• inspiring opportunities for personal, school and 
trust development

• public examinations again (no more TAGs!) and 
• a pay rise for everyone working in education! 

David Croston
Chancellor’s School

As we move towards the end of the autumn term, 
we need to all reflect on the challenges we have 
faced since our return to school in September. The 
overarching belief I feel at this time is hope. Hope 
that we experience a new year full of optimism,  
a belief that things will improve and that these 
difficult times will pass. We must try to draw 
strength from each other and know that we don’t 
suffer alone and it is the relationships that exist 
between us that will make a difference in the end.

David Bullock
Onslow St Audrey’s School
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Christmas is such a wonderful time for everyone 
and we have had some fabulous festive produc-
tions from our younger children at Lanchester.  
The Year 2s show ‘Everyone Loves a Baby’ was 
beautiful and the children’s singing was spectac-
ular!  We took the difficult decision to do these 
shows remotely and are sharing videos of the 
finished productions, but the parents have been 
very understanding. They realise how important 
it is to keep everyone safe, especially going into a 
holiday where families are gathering and sharing 
time with older and more vulnerable loved ones. 
My wish is that those special people in our lives 
do remain safe and that we can celebrate Christ-
mas as normal next year.
I’d like to wish everyone within the Trust a  
fantastic break and a loving and warm Christmas.

John Dibdin 
Lanchester Primary School 

Our Christmas wish for ‘22 
Is an end to Covid – bring back the flu! 
All these restrictions are such a pain 
We would like to meet for assemblies again 
We would like our parents to be able to share 
In all the fun times to show that they care 
We’d like peace in our playtimes if we may 
Children who remember how to talk and play 
A life without screens and without all the strife 
Visits and visitors to bring learning to life 
An end to the masks and distancing rule 
Adequate bodies to staff the school 
Visiting other schools ‘just to see’  
Meeting in person with bickies and tea 
Not having to count cases and fill in the form 
An end to Covid and return to the norm 
What we wish for us all is good health and cheer  
We can’t wait for 2022 to be here! 

Tina Nowell
Jupiter Primary School
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