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This week I have been reflecting on how, in just 10 short
months, we have worked together to revolutionise our profession. We have ‘spun on a sixpence’ to provide quality education
which has seen high levels of attendance across our schools and
even more importantly very positive levels of engagement. The
fact we have won the confidence and thanks of our learners,
parents and all other stakeholders speaks volumes for what has
been achieved.
I know that more uncertainty lies ahead regarding what the
summer GCSE, A level and Vocational assessments will look
like and how the national ‘catch up’ programme will roll out.
Rest assured that together, and with the talent we have within
our trust both at Central Services and across our schools, we
will respond intelligently and in a well thought out, measured
way to ensure that we put all young people at the heart of what
we do.
I am reminded of the words of Captain Sir Tom Moore: “I
would like us all to stand shoulder to shoulder – metaphorically. Let’s try not to get downhearted, we will get through
this, whatever is thrown at us and together we can ensure that
tomorrow will be a good day.”. Truly, you are making the
difference together, ensuring many good days to come.
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On January 27th, Chancellor’s marked Holocaust
Memorial Day with a virtual
assembly. Due to the pandemic, we were restricted
in our response to the day.
However, our students were invited to offer their
own personal responses to the day, inspired by
the theme of Holocaust Memorial Day 2021: “be
the light in the darkness.”. While the day is about
learning and thinking, the key messages are to
take action in light of such horrible events and to
draw inspiration from those who resisted and otherwise acted as heroes in times of great darkness.
Here are one of the written submissions from
Katie, a student in Year 8, and some beautiful
artwork (a still from an animation) produced by 		
Year 10 art students.

Thank you for an extraordinary half term and wishing you all
a well-deserved break.
With best wishes,

Josie Valentine
CEO of the Danes Educational Trust
Making the difference together

Participation earns house points,
a certificate and, for students,
the chance to win a £10 JD
Sports Voucher. As added fun
there will be a competition to
crown the overall team winners
chosen from our students, PE
Staff, SLT, all school colleagues,
parents and Alumni.

Colleagues within the Sports Department at OSA
have set the challenge to see how far our community can walk, cycle or run in 60 minutes. The
challenge was created as part of our promotion
to reduce screen time on Wellbeing Wednesday.
See the promotional video here

“Be the light in the darkness” (by Katie)
Everything was darkness.
Everywhere I looked I couldn’t find help,
No one was willing to lend a hand,
No matter how loud we shouted.
It seemed as though we were nothing,
Invisible to the human eye
Left struggling in the darkness
Surrounded by pity but no aid.
Then you shone your radiant face into the
darkness
And paved us a road to safety
Yeah you were our light in the darkness
And I hope others do the same
I can’t tell you how much you helped me
It was like taking a breath of fresh air
After being stuck at the bottom of the ocean
You were so brave when nobody else even tried.
I hope others will be just like you,
I hope they’ll start to care,
I hope they’ll understand.
I hope they’ll be the light in the darkness
And help turn the world right around.

To raise awareness of Children’s Mental Health Week,
OSA encouraged students
to cook or bake something
that made them happy! (It
was also great to see the
staff becoming involved with the challenge.)
Online learning can bring many challenges for all
subjects and for practical subjects such as Food,
innovative ways to encourage good teaching and
learning are needed. Our students have shown
themselves to be independent learners who have
risen to the challenge of cooking at home and they
have produced some amazing dishes.
For many students cooking has been a welcome
break away from the screen and has allowed them
to produce some outstanding work while also de-
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This week DEH held our
first Parent Forum, focussed
upon feedback and support
with remote learning. We
contacted a number of parents from across the school
to discuss their experience during lockdown with
supporting their child/children’s remote learning.
DEH wanted to understand how Google Classroom
was working in the home, how effective it was for
them and any barriers that they faced.
We had some fantastic feedback about what
parents considered huge successes for their child/
children, such as: quick and speedy responses to
children’s queries about their learning; live support through Google Meets; easy to follow videos
made by their teachers; and fantastic, smaller live
sessions to support the more reluctant learners
develop their confidence and outcome when learning from home. They agreed that it is all of these
aspects of support that are enabling their child/
children to access their learning efficiently and
more independently.
DEH also had some feedback in terms of constructive criticisms. These too will help to develop and
adapt our current offer of remote learning.
Through this forum parents feel able to support
other parents in how to access learning when issues
arise and are happy to play that supportive role.

@danesedtrust
We will provide a DET Dispatch every two weeks so please do
continue to share your contributions with Liz Smith so that
they can be included in the next copy.

veloping vital life skills. One OSA parent emailed to
say: ‘such a joy watching my son develop more skills
than just playing his Play Station. He was creating
some rock cakes for his food lesson: skills for life.’.
It has been lovely to receive the photos of all of the
dishes that have been made so far and OSA hopes
the students continue to develop their practical
skills and confidence in the kitchen while looking
forward to them being back in the food room!
After 3 years (15 years for
those involved at Chorleywood Common Youth Football Club, the CCYFC.), SCD
is pleased to announce that
on 25th January 2021 work
began on our 3G pitch. There has been a degree of
“never-ending shade” regarding whether our school
could provide the full size floodlit 3G pitch for both
the students of St Clement Danes School and the
wider Chorleywood community. Now SCD is delighted that construction has begun: it is estimated the
pitch will take 15 weeks to complete.
SCD has worked in partnership with the Premier
League, the Football Association (FA) Facilities Fund,
the Holborn Estate Charity, the Anchor Fund, the
Parents’ Association and CCYFC to fund and realise
this opportunity for students at our school and those
in the wider community for years to come.
Please see the pre-construction ‘before’
pictures of the 3G Pitch.
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