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I do hope that you enjoyed the celebrations last weekend in  
recognition of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and the significant 
service and consistency she has given over the last 70 years. It was 
wonderful to see such a variety of events and activities across our 
Trust. A number of our schools held picnics; bunting was made; 
some schools hosted Jubilee-themed lunches…and one even  
arranged royal tours of the Commonwealth in its classrooms!
The first external assessments since 2019 take place this Summer 
term, from phonics screening to SATs, and GCSEs to A Levels. I want 
to recognise here all the hard work and dedication you have shown 
in supporting our learners and giving them the best possible educa-
tion over the most extraordinary period of time.
We are all very much looking forward to our first ‘in-person’  
Trust-wide INSET day on 15 July which has been postponed, not 
once but twice because of COVID-19 lockdowns. This will be an 
exciting opportunity to collaborate across our nine schools, to  
learn from each other and to launch Danes Educational Trust’s  
next three year strategic plan.
In this Dispatch, we are also delighted to introduce the first ‘DET 
Values Awards’. I personally look forward to joining the judging 
panel and celebrating the achievements of all team members across 
our schools. Please do take time to nominate your colleagues so 
that we can all share in the good work and good will that informs 
who we are as a Trust.
Best wishes

@danesedtrust
www.danesedtrust.org.uk

Josie Valentine
CEO of the Danes Educational Trust 

Making the difference together

A colleague who  
has brought joy to  

others over the course  
of the past two years

A colleague who has  
consistently sought to  

provide equality of 
opportunity and experience 

for all over the 
course of the past 

two years

A colleague who has 
encouraged optimism 

and a ‘can do’ approach  
over the course of 
the past two years

A colleague who has 
valued and supported 

the well-being of 
others over the 

course of the past 
two years

A colleague who 
has displayed 

considerable resilience 
over the course of 
the past two years

A colleague who has  
displayed an absolute  

commitment to providing a 
safe and secure learning  
environment for all over  
the course of the past  

two years
 

Danes Educational Trust looks forward to receiving your nominations for the six 
‘DET Values Awards’ to be announced at our first Joint INSET on 15th July 2022.

The DET Values Awards
On Thursday 26 May, Chan-
cellor’s held their annual 
A Level Exhibition to cele-
brate the wonderful work 
created by the Art, Textiles 
and Photography students. 

The showcase featured a range of outcomes that 
had been created throughout the duration of their 
personal investigation project. Students present-
ed their explorative art journeys, which included 
sketchbook journals, samples, development boards 
and their final outcomes. The artwork on show cov-
ered a vast array of forms including both 2D and 3D 
work, sculptures, paintings, animation, embroidery 
and stitch work.  
Parents, staff and friends were invited to enjoy the 
display and the students took great pride in sharing 
an insight into their A Level creative experience. It 
was a great opportunity to celebrate the successes 
within the art and design departments and reflect 
on the fantastic artwork that 
our students have produced 
over the very challenging 
past two years. We would 
like to congratulate our 
students on their superb 
work and wish them 
every success for their 
future endeavours.

The next page has more school news
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We will provide a DET Dispatch every month so please do continue to share  
your contributions with Liz Smith so that they can be included in the next copy.

Please find HERE a Voting Form within which you can nominate colleagues from across our Trust to 
receive an Award. You may nominate a maximum of one colleague per category (as below) and you are 

invited to write up to 200 words about why you think they should receive the Award. The closing date for 
nominations is Friday 1 July at 15.30pm. All nominations will be displayed at our Joint INSET and the six 

winners announced during the course of the day.
Please do join us in celebrating the extraordinary commitment all colleagues have shown to each  

other and our children through a period unprecedented in educational history.
THANK YOU.

%40danesedtrust
www.danesedtrust.org.uk
mailto:esmith%40danesedtrust.org.uk?subject=DET%20Newsletter
https://tinyurl.com/yc6776y9


Lanchester held its first 
parents event just before 
half term. Parents were 
invited into the school 
for a jubilee picnic. 
It was the first time 

we had had all the children and the parents 
together since before covid and it was such 
a fabulous way to end the half term. We 
were celebrating the Queen’s jubilee and 
the children worked hard on their artwork 
throughout the week, which was displayed 
for all the parents. We had mini soldiers, 
medals and portraits of the children as a 
Queen or King to name but a few. All the 
children and parents had a fantastic time 
and we saw an amazing array of picnic 
items with mini jubilee cakes, kebabs, 
sandwiches and picnic items brought 
along. A family even brought their own 
mini picnic table and chairs with a picnic 
basket and blanket. We look forward to holding 
more parent events this half term and bringing 
back our community spirit.
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Jubilee Joy! From Canada to 
Kenya, Australia to Barba-
dos, the children at DEH 
have marked the Jubilee 

by undertaking royal tours of the Commonwealth. 
With their passports in hand, they collaborated 
with different year groups and visited their class-
rooms to see presentations and musical perfor-
mances, thus learning from all around the Com-
monwealth. 
Celebrating the Jubilee did not stop there…On the 
Tuesday before half-term, no amount of rain could 
stop our fabulous Jubilee picnic. Children lined 
the corridors and halls in one long and continuous 
trail to eat, laugh and listen to music together. 
We played traditional games in the afternoon and 
enjoyed ice-lollies when the sun came out to play!  
Despite the Bank holiday marking the end of the 
Jubilee, DEH still has much to look forward to. 
The school has been ‘gifted’ trees to plant as part 
of the Queen’s Green Canopy. In November, we 
have a tree planting celebration planned with the 
possibility of the Lord Lieutenant Mr. Robert Voss 
coming to mark the occasion. Watch this space! 

Last half-term was filled 
with plenty of achieve-
ments and farewells. Our 
Year 11 students enjoyed 
their Leavers’ Day with 
games on the field, shirt 

signing and a celebration assembly. Steve Thomp-
son, our Headteacher, said: “It has filled me with 
great pride to see our inaugural Croxley Danes 
students, who entrusted us with their education, 
flourish over the past five years despite three site 
moves, a pandemic and two lockdowns. In spite of 
this, their tenacity, resilience and enthusiasm have 
shone through.”.
It was also fantastic to see such a great turnout 
for the District Athletics competition, a tremen-
dous community event organised by our staff, who 
ensured the entire event ran smoothly. It was great 
to see students supporting one another and to 
witness the sporting talent that many possess.
Finally, we held our first Year 11 GCSE Art viewing 
which was equally impressive. The parents who 
attended were evidently blown away by the overall 
quality of the work;  incredibly proud of their chil-
dren, and grateful to our Subject Leader for Art for 
her teaching and guidance.

Year 8 students at OSA 
have been working  
extremely hard in their  
Personal Development 
lessons on their ‘First Give’ 
charity projects. The aim of 

each project is to better understand social issues 
within our community. Within form groups, stu-
dents identified a social issue that they felt need-
ed more attention and a local charity to work with 
in order to raise the school’s awareness of what 
their chosen charity does. In light of this, each 
class created a presentation and raised money. In 
the final, students presented to a panel of judges 
why their social issue and charity deserved the 
£1000 prize money. All presentations were deliv-
ered with considerable professionalism and clarity, 
also demonstrating the oracy focus OSA have been 
working on in form time. Well done to 8X4 and 
their charity ‘Herts Welcomes Refugees’ who won 
the event.
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On Saturday the 14 May, we 
were delighted to hold an 
open event for our brand 
new state-of-the-art 3G pitch. 

Initially scheduled for last year, the event had to be 
postponed due to Covid restrictions.
The bright and sunny day saw many of our staff, 
students, school families and members of the local 
community turn out to watch the opening ceremony 
presided over by John McDermott, Technical Direc-
tor of the FA. Various teams from the school played 
mini tournaments against one another, with an  
exciting grand finale involving staff vs Old Danes. 
Our PA had organised lots of refreshments, a BBQ 
and ice cream van, all of which were greatly  
appreciated. 
St Clement Danes is very lucky to be able to offer 
students this new facility, made available through 
sponsorships by the following committees to whom 
we wish to express a huge thank you: Hertfordshire 
Football Association, St Clement Danes Holborn 
Estate Charity, Chorleywood Common Youth Foot-
ball Club, our Parents’ Association and the Football 
Foundation.
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The Jupiter community  
enjoyed their Jubilee 

celebrations in the sunshine at the end of last 
half term with a picnic for parents and families, 
complete with traditional games and classes 
singing songs from the 1950s. Children were given 
party bags of joy with a jubilee book, medal, some 
bubbles, a bookmark and some sweets. We were 
delighted to be joined by Chris and Mary from the 
central team, who judged the Jubilee hat competi-
tion, not an easy task as there were some fabu-
lous creations! Chris then joined Rob Lacey, Year 2 
teacher, for some karaoke and we were all treated 
to their rendition of ‘Bring Me Sunshine.’ 
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